
account of what happened rather than relying on the Judge’s 

Summings up which we know are not impartial.  We have done 

talks to RMT, Unison, Trades Council and even had a meeting 

with the Governor No 2 of Belmarsh Prison.  She was really 

sympathetic and didn’t agree with JE saying she was seeing 

young men coming into HMP Belmarsh convicted under joint 

enterprise with sentences longer than they had been on the 

planet, but she also warned that not all Governors would have 

the same concerns. 

We were at the Wigan Diggers again this September and ex-

prisoners Ray Gilbert and John Crilly came in support.   

As ever people were 

shocked to learn about 

Joint Enterprise and Ray 

and John did you proud by 

flagging up the injustice of 

being convicted for murder 

when you have not even 

touched the victim.  It is 

really heart-warming to 

see the horror on people’s 

faces when we talk about 

your cases especially the 

youngest child we are 

supporting who was just 

13 years old when  

he was given a life sentence.   

 
Next year JENGbA will continue to campaign hard and keep 

your new MP in the loop as to your wrongful convictions.  We 

will demand that the Justice Select Committee look at the issue 

again as they last examined it in 2015 before the law was 

‘changed’ in R v Jogee.   It hasn’t really changed as we are 

getting new families all the time.  However we need to focus on 

social policy issues and demand abolition of child lifers and to 

include retrospective cases where children given life sentences 

as secondary parties are acquitted and licence removed.  This is 

a politically doable objective and one that will have a knock on 

for others serving Life sentences when not the principal. 

So at this festive time of year let’s stay determined and positive 

that change is gonna come – because it must!  I truly believe 

this as does all your outside JENGbA family. 

  

In love and solidarity, Gloria 
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Newsletter 
You’re not Alone 

Dear Inside and Outside Campaigners, our JENGbA family, 

Well, in the words of Andy Williams, “It’s the most wonderful 

time of the year” except it’s not. For the majority of us, this is a 

difficult time,  as we are not with our most precious sons, 

daughters, fathers, mothers, grandparents aunts uncles cousins 

and friends.  This is JENGbA’s ninth Christmas of campaigning 

and although we have had only one success John Crilly (more on 

him in a bit) his sentence being reduced from murder to       

manslaughter, we have hugely raised the profile of joint enter-

prise and the wrongful convictions of now over 1000 prisoners 

we are supporting, but don’t be surprised if that figure is still 

very conservative. 

Speaking of Conservative by the time you are reading this we 

will either have them back in Government or the Labour Party 

and Jeremy Corbyn as our PM.  No one will be surprised who 

JENGbA are supporting, Jeremy was the reason the Justice   

Select Committee decided to look into the issue of joint enter-

prise in 2013 and 2015, he was the reason we started to get 

political support and with a Labour Government we have a real 

chance of getting justice for the wrongfully convicted.  If the 

Tories get back in we won’t give up but it will be an even harder 

uphill battle as they (except for a few like Andrew Mitchell) have 

consistently ignored there is and was a problem with JE charging 

and convictions.  I went to the Conservative Party HQ last week 

because we were told by a journalist that Boris Johnson and 

Michael Gove were giving a press conference and I wanted to 

ask Boris a question on his way out.  My question was, did he 

intend to run our prisons for profit the same way they intend to 

run the NHS?  Well we waited for some time until his staff came 

and asked us to leave as it was private property and when we 

refused he got the police to come.  It wouldn’t have mattered 

anyway he snuck out from a hidden entrance so he didn’t have 

to face any reporters or questions.  Boris doesn’t like the public 

let alone difficult questions.  

We have had a very busy few months.  The Joint Enterprise  

Appeals Project is underway (JEAP 3) and we have been visiting 

Universities and giving out cases for those of you who want to 

take part. This year we are asking the students and Universities 

to be more interactive with the prisoners and to get their     

John Crilly & Ray Gilbert at 

Wigan Diggers 



JENGbA’s Private Members’ Bill 

In 2016 JENGbA’s cries were vindicated when 

the Supreme Court abolished a type of Joint En-

terprise known as Parasitic Accessorial Liability 

(PAL). 

 

This type of joint Enterprise is where two or more 

people go to commit one crime (Crime A) and 

during the course of committing this crime, one of 

the group goes on to commit another crime 

(Crime B). All those who participated in Crime A 

would be liable for Crime B if they foresaw the 

possibility that it might occur. An example might 

be a group of children leaving school to fight an-

other group of children. The crime A would be the 

affray or violent disorder originally intended. If 

one of the group mur-

dered a rival, all would 

be guilty of the murder 

if they foresaw the 

possibility that it would 

happen. 

 

JENGbA campaigned for 6 years before this law 

was eventually abolished. We said that it wasn’t 

fair for someone to be convicted of murder, the 

most    serious of all crimes, on the basis of what 

they foresaw  rather than intended.   We said 

there must be an intention and actual participa-

tion in the murder. 

 

However, the Supreme Court decision, was bit-

tersweet. Despite years of campaigning by 

JENGbA to get our loved ones home, this change 

in the law would not be applied retrospectively. 

And instead, to be allowed to appeal, persons 

convicted need to demonstrate a substantial in-

justice would otherwise be done. This transpired 

in later decisions to require the convicted person 

to prove his innocence - that he would not be 

convicted under the current joint enterprise law. 

This is a very legal bar. The standard to be prov-

en usually in appeals is that the conviction is un-

safe i.e that he might not have been convicted. 

 

It is this appeal barrier that JENGbA are now 

campaigning to abolish and to do so we have 

drafted a Private Members Bill which is already 

gathering academic and political support in Par-

liament and at leading universities! 

 

The launch of our Joint Enterprise Bill project will 

kick off with a huge march to Parliament. Law 

students and legal academics will march along-

side our JENGbA campaigners and once at Par-

liament square, the MPs already in support will 

join us and pledge their support for the Bill pub-

licly. 

 

After that we’re giving ourselves one year of 

fierce campaigning before it’s put into Parlia-

ment. If we’re successful, then every person 

convicted under PAL (and remember not all of 

you would have been) will get a fair appeal. 

Keep your fingers and toes crossed, let’s do this! 

 

Charlotte Henry 

Paralegal  

Charlotte is the sister of Alex Henry, HMP Whitemoor 

 

The launch of our Joint 

Enterprise Bill project 

will kick off with a huge 

march to Parliament.  

JENGbA Fundraiser 

Family members and campaigners let their hair 

down last week in a well earned break from cam-

paigning, but as usual combined the night with a 

fundraiser where they raised almost £500.  They 

have come back refreshed and ready for the next 

round! 

 



The heroes on the bridge 

Most of you will probably have seen the news of the attack on London Bridge where two people sadly 

died.  The two people who died were Jack Merritt and Saskia Jones.  JENGbA sends our respect to both 

family and friends of the victims .  To say they will be sadly missed goes nowhere near conveying  the 

pain their loved ones must be going through. 

Jack and Saskia were  supporting prisoners with Cambridge Learning Together, a course run by Cam-

bridge University’s Institute of Criminology. 

Three people took down the attacker, a Polish chef who was working in the building, a member of the    

public and our ex-Inside Campaigner John Crilly, who fought off the attacker with a fire extinguisher. 

Without doubt more people would 

have been killed had those 3 people 

not intervened.   Who knows how 

many lives they saved  that day with 

their quick thinking and bravery. 

JENGbA have supported John during 

his time in prison when he was wrongly 

convicted under joint enterprise and we 

were there on the day his conviction 

was quashed.  We feel honoured to 

know John and feel immense pride in 

his  brave actions. 

We are sure you will join us in saying 

Thank you John, we hope you know 

how proud we are of you  and that  you 

know your bravery saved many more lives 

that day. 

May Jack and Saskia rest in peace, the greatest tribute we can pay to their compassion and belief in prisoners’ 

rehabilitation is to support everyone who carries on their work. 

From all your JENGbA family, with love. 

  

 

 

 

 

John Crilly takes on the attacker who was armed with 

knives and (we now know) a fake suicide vest 

Jack attended John’s Graduation 

Please see our website for a 

link to the  

GoFundMe page to support 

John 



 
 

Contact Us 

Write to us at:  
JENGbA, Axis Community Hub. Office A, Norland House, 9 Queensland Crescent 
LONDON W11 4TL 
 
New!! LANDLINE:  0203 582 6444 
07709 115793 or 07725 727520 

Visit us on the web at www.jointenterprise.co 

Christmas cards designed by family of 

Tommy McInerney, HMP Lowdham 

Grange 

 

SEASON’S GREETINGS 

TO ALL OF YOU  

FROM 

YOUR JENGbA FAMILY 

We have decided to save funds this 
year by not sending individual 
JENGbA Christmas cards but we 
hope you love these designs and 
please remember you will be in our 
thoughts and hearts.  


